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DownBeat — The Great Jazz Interviews: A 75th Anniversary Anthology was written over the course
of 75 years by some of the greatest writers in jazz history ~ from Nat Hentoff, Ralph J. Gleason and
Leonard Feather to Don De Micheal, Howard Mandel and John McDonough. And that’s just scratch-
ing the surface. DownBeat — The Great Jazz Interviews has been prepared with love and care by Down-
Beat's editors, past and present.

FROM THE PAGES OF DOWNBEAT

Aug./Sept. 1938
“1 Created Jazz in 1902, Not W.C. Handy”
by Jelly Roll Morton

Dear Mr. Ripley:

For many years | have a been a constant reader of your Believe It or Not cartoon. | have listened to your broad-
cast with keen interest. I frankly believe your work is a great contribution to narural science.

In your broadcast of March 26, 1938, you introduced W.C. Handy as the originator of jazz, stomps and blues.
By this announcement you have done me a great injustice, and you have also misled many of your fans.

June 3, 1965
Monk on Monk
by Valerie Wilmer

Now it's Monk’s time. Times have been bad for the eccentric genius and the work all but nonexistent.
But he’s famous now. He appears in the slicks, he wears $150 suits and stays at the best hotels. But as his wife,
Nellie, says, “He's no more impressed with himself than he was in the dark days.”. . .

“I started to take up trumpet as a kid, but I didn't play it,” he began tentatively. “I always wanted 1o play
the piano, and jazz appealed 1o me. 1 just like every aspect of it. You can try so many things with jazz. T was
about 11 or something like that when 1 started, and | used to play with all the different side bands when I was
a teenager.”

Did he ever think he mighe b

“Well, that's what I was aiming at.”

a world-f: jazz pianist?

March 1992
The Sound That Launched 1,000 Horns
by Michael Bourne

Joe Henderson is a master, and, like the greats, unique.

When he came along in the '60s, jazz was happening every which way, from mainstream and avant-garde
to blues, rock and then some, and everything that was happening he played. Henderson’s saxophone became
a Triton’s horn and transformed the music, whatever the style, whatever the groove, into himself. And he’s no
different (or, really, always different) today. There’s no “typical” Joe Henderson album, and every solo is, like
the soloist, original and unusual, thoughtful and always from the heart.

“1 think playing the saxophone is what I'm supposed to be doing on this planet,” says Joe Henderson. “We
all have to do something. I play the saxophone. It’s the best way I know that I can make the largest number of
people happy and get for myself the largest amount of happiness.”
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This book is a labor of love, one that spans 75 years of jazz journalism. It could never have come together so beautifully
without the contributions of writers, photographers, editors, designers, sales professionals, circulation managers and the
magazine’s ownership. Every one of these people have looked at DownBeat as something more important than just a
magazine, or just a job. And then there are the artists who have given their time, energy, thoughts and even writing talents
to DownBeat over the years. And finally, none of it matters without the readers. They cheer us when we do it right and
set us straight when we do it wrong. Given the fact that we’re still around through 75 years and several generations of

readers, we get a lot more cheers than canceled subscriptions.

Without all of these folks, DownBeat is nothing. This book is dedicated to all of them—the DownBeat family.
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