
W ILHELM KEMPFF PLAYS/rN1ERPRETE BEETHOVEN 

Wi lhe lm Kempff ( 1895- 1991 ) was a paragon of the German c lass ic piano tradition. His Beethoven 
performances, in particular, were marked by an intense musicality that favored introspection over technica l 
flamboyance. His career was remarkably long and he gave characte ri stic performances well into his 80s. 

Beethoven is the subject of this rare Kempff video from the rich archives of Rad io-Canada. Featured is the 
great " Hammerklavier" Sonata (Op. 106), here given a truly magisterial performance in which the astoni shing 
complex ities of thi s great work are e lucidated in the hands of a supreme Beethoven interpreter. 

Wilhe lm Kemp ff ( 1895- 1991 ) incarnait la tradition allemande du piano classique. Ses interpretations de 
Beethoven, en particulier, etaient empre intes d ' une in ten e musica lite, ou le flamboi ement technique cedait 
le pas a )' introspection. Sa carriere a ete remarquab lement longue, et, age de plus de 80 ans, ii livrail encore 
des prestations remarquees. 

Beethoven est au cccur de cette bande video rare de Kempff, tin~e des archives de Radio-Canada. On y 
en tend la Grand Sonate (opus I 06), interpretee ici de maniere vraiment magistrale, et ot1 Jes complex iles 
extraord inaires de cette ccuvre majeure sont eluc idees par la magie des mains d'un des tres grands inter­
pretes de Beethoven. 

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN (1770-1827) 

Rondo in G Major for piano/Rondo en sol majeur pour piano, op. 51, N° 2 

Wilhelm Kempff discusses the "Hammerklavier" sonata 
Wilhelm Kernpff parle de la Grande S011ate 

Sonata No. 29 in B-flat Major for Piano, op. 106, "Harnrnerklavier" 
Sonate n° 29 en si bemol majeur pour piano, op. I 06, Grande S011ate 
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