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Near the old gentleman and the fat bookseller in her black dress an American student was 
studying the universe through the viewfinder of his Leica. 
Paris was immense and calm, nearly noiseless, with the shafts of light, the planes of shadow in 
all the right places. At just the right moment the sunny silence was broken by just the right 
sound. 
The old gentleman in his light jacket had opened a portfolio of pictures and in order to look at 
them properly he had leaned the portfolio against the stone parapet. The American student 
wore a red checked shirt, no jacket. The bookseller sat on her folding stool and was moving her 
lips. She was talking to a customer without looking at him. She talked the way water murmurs 
in a brook. No doubt that was all part of the stage-direction. She was knitting: red wool slid 
between her fingers. A white bitch curved its spine under the weight of a heavy dog, whose 
moist tongue was hanging out. 
Then, when all was precisely in place, at the moment that the perfection of that morning 
reached a nearly frightening intensity, the old gentleman died, without a word, without a moan, 
without a contortion, while looking at pictures, while listening to the bookseller's voice that 
was still rippling on, listening to the chirping of the starlings, the horns of taxis, dispersed here 
and there. 
He had to die standing up with one elbow on the stone edge, without astonishment in his blue 
eyes. He wavered slightly and fell onto the sidewalk, dragging the portfolio along. The pictures 
were spread out around him. 
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Georges Simenon 
Frederick Franck 

Over I 00 drawings 

Simenon 's Paris is an impressionistic evo
cation of the City's underworld - of its 
haunts and inhabitants - as seen through 
the unidealizing eyes of Frederick Franck 
and Georges Simenon • that unrivalled 
master of French crime fiction and creator 
of the inimitable detective hero Inspector 
Maigret . 
Admirers ot Simenon's prodigious talent 
as well as those who find the lure of the 
notorious Rue Lepic or the demi-monde 
of Montmartre's bars and cafes irresistible 
will del in this pictorial reminiscence. 
Extn' .ome fifty of Georges 
Sime ls have been selected and 
trans; "nglish by the immensely 
versa' rn artist Frederick 
Franc ressionistic drawings 
thro, 1me so vividly capture 
the I , •n common with the 
nOVt ._. ,;t. 

" · · 1909 in Maastricht and educated 
Lt Holland and America, Frederick 
Franck holds degrees in both Medicine 
and Dentistry, and for several years 
worked in Lamberene, Equatorial Africa, 
on the staff of Dr Albert Schweitzer's 
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the University of Pittsburg where previ
ously he had lectured on dental surgery . 
He now devotes all his time to writing 
and drawing. 
As an author, Dr Franck has written 
eleven books of which My Eye is in Love 
won him the 'Art in America' prize. His 
bestsellingDays with Albert Schweitzer 
and Exploding Church have been pub
lished in many languages. As an artist, 
however, Franck is perhaps best known 
for his drawings of the Second Vatican 
Council for which Pope John XXIII 
awarded him the medal of his pontificate 
Franck's drawings and paintings can be 
found in more than twenty museums in 
Europe and America. 

Georges Simenon is the protean author of 
over two hundred novels, an astonishing 
body of work that has earned him the af
fection and respect of readers and r.ri •ics all 
over the world , for his books hav 
translated into dozens oflang·· 
have sold millions of copies. 
Frederick Franck were born 
years and a few miles apart. 
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LIST OF DRAWINGS 

In general the drawings depict actual locations referred 
to in the text. In some cases as for instance numbers 

28, 32, 55, 64, 95, 112, 124, l drew a similar 
atmosphere but in a different spot from the one 

described. For the benefit of Paris devotees I list here 
all actual locations. 

2,3 Place Furstenberg 
6, 7 Ecluse de Suresnes 
8 Epalinges, en Suisse 
18, 19 Place de !'Opera 
20, 21 Un Grand Boulevard 
22,23 Boulevard Richard-Lenoir 
24,25 Boulevard des Italiens 
27 Boulevard Rochechouart 
28 Galerie des Glaces, Versailles 
29 DeuxMetros 
30,31 La Madeleine 
32 Le Quick-Ely sees 
33 Near the Sorbonne 
34,35 Place Saint-Germain-des-Pres 
36, 37 The Notre-Dame 
38 Bridges on the Seine 
40,41 Jardin du Luxembourg 
42 Pare Monceau 
43 Jardin du Luxembourg 
45 Place Saint-Georges 
46 Place du Tertre 
47 Place des Abbesses 
48 Montmartre 
50,51 Le Moulin-Rouge 
53 Le Moulin-Rouge 
54 Picratt's 
55 RuedeDouai 
56,57 Boulevard duMontparnasse 
58,59 LaCoupole 
60,61 Place Denfert-Rochereau 
62,63 Bakery 
64 Rue Taitbout 
65 The glazier 
68 Rue de La Roquette 
72, 73 Place Saint-Georges 
74 Passage Choiseul 
75 Rue Saint-Antoine 
76, 77 Rue Lepic 
78, 79 Rue de Grenelle 
80 Police precinct, Les Hailes district 
81 Rue de Crimee 
82,83 Rue Flechier 
85 Rue Saint-Medard 
87 Care Saint-Lazare 
88 Care du Nord 
89 Waiting room in the station 
90 Rue Laffitte 
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Rue Quincampoix 92,93 
Place Blanche 94 
Police precinct, Les Hailes district 95 
Rue Fontaine 96 
Rue du Faubourg Montmartre 98,99 
Around Les Hailes 100,101 
Palais de Justice 104,105 
Rue duFaubourgMontmartre 107 
Boulevard du Palais 111 
Les Hailes 112,113 
Rue des Martyrs 114,115 
Les Hailes 116,117 
Les Hailes 118,119 
Rue Saint-Lazare 121 
Rue Saint-Victor 122,123 
Bistro on the Flea Market 124,125 
Rue Saint-Lazare 126,127 
Cafe 128,129 
Restaurant Lasserre 130,131 
Hotel Georges-V 132,133 
Restaurant Lasserre 134,135 
Place de l'Etoile 136,137 
Palais-Royal 138 
Hotel Georges-V 139 
Suburb 140 
LaMarne 142,143 
Nogent-sur-Marne 144,145 
Le Louvre 146, 147 
Les Tuileries 148,149 
Les Tuileries 151 
Place des Vosges 152 
Jardin du Luxembourg 153 
Pare Monceau 156, 157 
The Seine between Saint-Cloud and Suresnes 158,159 
Rue Lepic 160 
Bois de Boulogne 161 
La Sante prison 162-167 
Porte de Clignancourt 170 
Porte de Clichy 171 
The Flea Market 172,173 
Le Pont-Neu[ 174 
Place Clemenceau 177 
Canal Saint-Martin 182,183 
Jvry-sur-Seine 184,185 
Versailles 186, 187 
Comedie-Fran9aise 191 
Quai Montebello jacket 
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He had enough money , that much was true . But he 
was suspicious and he had put it in four or five 
wfferent banks and had kept as much as possible 
in gold , which he went himself to put into his 
various safe deposit boxes. 
But he was much less well-off than was generally 
believed and than the newspapers asserted with 
such exasperating satisfaction. Most of those 
astronomical figures were part of the bluff of tl~e 
movie companies. The tax collector got the bulk 
ofit anyway . 

What everybody also seemed to forget was that 
only in the last ten years had the movies given him 
that large income. Until his fiftieth year he had 
lived only from the stage. Until his fortieth he had 
had trouble paying his bills. Until his thirtieth he 
had not had enough to eat. 
Do you ge t that, my dear Count de Jonze, who-
11 nd s-i I-so-am using-to-hang-around-wi th-bohcmian s! 
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